
Outstanding Questions from 

Navigating Public Assistance Following a Disaster 

 

Angela Huddleston elaborates on a few questions from the June 25, 2014, webinar. 

 

Q: Dwane (Maine): My version of 44 CFR does not show the list of eligible non-profits for PA.  It 

refers the reader to a section that is labeled "Reserved." Where else can I find the list of eligible non-

profits that you mentioned earlier? 

A: It’s a typo in the CFR – which, by the way, stands for Code of Federal Regulations. Title 44, the 

publication title, covers Emergency Management and Assistance. The actual definitions appear in 

206.221(e). 

 

 

Q: Gregor (Massachusetts): Considering that the recovery of a municipality will often move more 

quickly with the recovery of cultural organizations, why are more not eligible? 

A: 44 CFR 206.222(e)(1-7) defines eligibility for private nonprofits (see PDF pages 72–73). While 

libraries, museums, and zoos are called out, they are only the tip of the iceberg. No all-inclusive list 

of private nonprofits exists, which is to your advantage. If your organization meets the definition of 

a private nonprofit, it is eligible for federal disaster aid. However, that does not guarantee that you 

will receive federal disaster aid. I encourage you strongly to apply; you don’t have to accept the aid. 

But if you don’t apply, you cannot receive any federal aid. 

  

 

Q: Laura (Indiana): Please talk about the $3,000 threshold and the categories that can and can't make 

up the $3,000. We had a recent event where we had items in Category B and Category E – neither at 

$3,000 but together they were – but they couldn't be combined. Also, be aware that the insurance 

requirement could cost you MORE than the 75% reimbursement . . . make your cost comparisons. 

Angela replied in the webinar, and Laura has graciously shared additional insight into this situation: 

Even if you are part of a qualifying event with FEMA, it is important to be aware of two things: 

1. First, as a state entity that is self-insured, the insurance requirement necessitating that 

one holds insurance forevermore on structures or stand losing future FEMA grants is 

a real cost issue. Over time, this insurance adds up tremendously and cost comparisons 

should be made between the cost of carrying that insurance for however long and the 

corresponding reimbursement grant from FEMA – or simply covering those costs outright.  

Determining whether it is worth the money in insurance is a huge factor. In the museums 

industry, there are plenty of local or state government–supported museums for which this 

requirement could be a huge issue.   

 

2. Second, there is a minimum threshold of $3,000 in damages to qualify for a FEMA 

grant after a declared emergency. There are also several categories of expenses related to 

declared emergencies (labor, materials, response, etc.). Some of the categories can be 

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CFR-2002-title44-vol1/pdf/CFR-2002-title44-vol1-part206.pdf


combined to reach the $3,000 threshold and others cannot. Knowing what categories 

can make up the $3,000 and knowing what categories must stand alone on the $3,000 helps 

because there are days’ worth of work in gathering all of the documentation, sorting through 

it, and putting it in a FEMA format, even for the smallest emergency. If you have a declared 

emergency and you have something for which you contracted the repairs, you must have at 

least $3,000 in repairs (Category B) alone because Category B cannot be combined with any 

other expenses such as Category E (payroll, equipment rental, etc.). This is after you have the 

special factors of Historic Preservation, etc. taken care of. If you are close to the threshold, it 

is important to know which category the expenses fall under, otherwise, it is a waste of time.   

A good FEMA project specialist will help you “right out of the gate” to determine the answers to 

these major questions so that minimal time can be spent gathering info if it turns out you won’t 

qualify in the end.  Once you are part of a declared event, whether or not you get FEMA grants can 

really boil down to these two items right away.  Many other factors may apply later, but these two 

items will help influence your decision to move forward. 

 

 


